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April is Volunteer Appreciation month. I should reword this. April has one week for Volun-
teer Appreciation. This is sad to me. Our hope at RHK is that all of our volunteers realize 
just how important they are to the kids, as well as the other volunteers and staff - all 
year long.  

The dictionary definition for a volunteer is: a person who freely offers to take part in an 
enterprise or undertake a task. I would go a step further and say a volunteer gives the 
most precious gifts of all – time and love. 

During my almost eight years at RHK, I have seen many volunteers walk through our 
doors. Some are here for a season and some for the long haul. Being a volunteer is a 
calling. 

The kids ask volunteers how much they get paid to be at RHK or if this is their job. RHK 
staff members let the kids know their teachers are not paid. They come because they 
love them. This reminds me of a quote from Sherry Anderson, “Volunteers don’t get 
paid, not because they’re worthless, but because they’re priceless.” I agree. Volunteers 
are priceless. They are making a difference for the children they serve. When a volunteer 
is gone for an evening, the kids in their classrooms ask for them. They want to be as-
sured “their person” is coming back. 

Just last month one of the teens came in and the first thing out of his mouth was asking 
if a particular volunteer was here. Unfortunately, he wasn’t because he was sick. The 
teen’s face looked so sad. We assured him the volunteer would be back next week, it 
was just a cold, and this brightened up his spirit. 

Volunteers have come up to me and said, “I don’t feel like I am making a difference.” It 
takes time to build trust with the kids. It takes time for the kids to open up. Many of 
them are so used to people coming in and out of their lives that they don’t want to put 
effort into a relationship that won’t last. Well, the latest person who felt they weren’t 
making a difference asked if we had any Bibles to give the kids because two of her girls 
accepted Jesus as their Lord and Savior! I smiled and told her, “Yes, we do have Bibles 
to give” and then proceeded to tease her and say something like, “I thought you weren’t 
making a difference.” We laughed and picked out a couple of Bibles. 

If you hear our radio spots on WFEN, you may have heard this story. It shows how persis-
tence pays off. A family is picked up on the west side by the same van driver. At first, 
they gave the van driver a hard time. They wouldn’t listen and bullied other kids on the 
van. The van driver didn’t give up. The driver ended up making that family of kids the 
last drop-off so they would have time alone with the driver. The driver continued asking 
questions to get to know them better.  
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Slowly a relationship of trust between the family and driv-
er grew. She gave them a job to help keep peace in the 
van. This made them feel important, and helped them 
take ownership of the van. Instead of being an issue on 
the van, they became an answer. 

As time went on, the van driver spoke to the family about 
her church. They seemed interested. Then the right time 
came and she asked them if they would like to go to 
church with her. They said yes and their mom gave per-
mission for her kids to go to church. Well, Sunday came. 
The van driver was not sure if the kids would really be 
ready when she showed up to get them. Guess what? 
They were ready!  

Volunteering takes persistence. It is not for the weak. 
There are weeks we feel as though we are failing and not 
making a difference but, in time, we see glimpses of 
hope to spur us on to continue the good fight. Galatians 
6:9 states, “Let us not become weary in doing good, for 
the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give 
up.” 

Volunteering in the evening with the kids is not the only 
opportunity to help at RHK. We have a long “honey do” 
list for our building. Our building is old and in need of 
many jobs to be done in order to keep it looking nice for 
the kids. 

There are also all of those “kid friendly” food bags that 
need to be filled to ensure all the kids have a bag to take 
home each night they are at RHK. Meals need to be pre-
pared and served. Newsletters, like the one you are read-
ing, need to be stuffed into envelopes each month. 
Phones need to be answered when people are in meet-
ings or out of the office. The list goes on and on. 

If this newsletter has spurred you to action and you 
would like to discuss volunteering, please call our Volun-
teer Coordinator, Kathy Bartz, at (815-962-5067 x113) to 
set up a time for you to come and speak with her. 

I would like to close 
with this last quote 
from Martin Luther 
King, Jr. “Life’s 
most persistent and 
urgent question is, 
what are you doing 
for others?”   

Blessings, 

 

 

Dee Lacny, Pastor 
and Executive Director 



 




