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continued ►      

Recently, I had a radio spot which described how someone had mentioned that 
we should not invest in the Westside of town because the people there will not 
change. I have tried to put this out of my mind, but it returns over and over when 
I look at the kids who come to RHK. This cuts me to the core because at RHK 
many of our kids are from the Westside. 

When a child first comes to RHK, they are unsure what to expect. Is RHK like 
school? Is it another social program?  Is it a church? Do I really have to listen to 
these adults? 

When a new child comes, we have something we call a “New People Party.” It 
really isn’t a party, but a time we sit down with the kids to explain the rules, ex-
pectations, and consequences. They are also told about the different activities 
we do at RHK, such as field trips, giveaways, and event nights. Then, as they 
leave the “party,” they get to pick out a small gift from a bucket. 

Even though the kids are told the rules and consequences, some still push the 
limits. Some kids seem like they will never get with the program and are in trou-
ble every night, but we don’t give up! 

Westside or Eastside, it doesn’t matter to us. We work to help show each child 
they are important.  Our responsibility is obedience to the word of God.  As Prov-
erbs 19:17 states, “Whover is kind to the poor lends to the LORD, and He will re-
ward them for what they have done.”  

We have many stories of kids at RHK who have changed their behavior, trust, 
and concerns. Much of this is due to the volunteers who come alongside them.  

One specific group of kids get a ride to RHK on our van. There are two van drivers 
who pick them up twice a week. They have built a relationship with these kids. 
When the kids were first picked up they were disobedient, disruptive, and gener-
ally rough.  After months and months of the drivers picking the kids up and ask-
ing about them, the walls started to fall. These kids now help keep the other kids 
on the van calm and controlled. 

One driver stepped out and asked the kids if they wanted to go to church with 
them. The kids were excited and said, “YES!”. Their mom was contacted to get 
permission to take her kids to church and she agreed.  
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Usually, you have to tell kids to be ready at a certain time and remind them over and over.  These kids make sure 
they remind the volunteers what time they are picking them up so they can go to church.  The kids have come a 
long way since the first day they stepped into RHK. They came from the Westside, and they HAVE changed.  

At RHK we do not care where a child lives, what their family background is, what type of clothing they wear, or the 
color of their hair or skin. 

We see each child that walks through the doors of RHK as a child of God. Because they are God’s children, they are 
worth the numerous hours of prayer, planning, and patience it takes to show them they are loved because of WHO 
they are, a child of God, not where they came from. 

I am thankful for RHK’s volunteers, board members, donors, and staff who believe each child is important and 
worth having a chance:    

  *Whether you have donated in-kind items or financial gifts.   

                        *Whether you volunteer during the day to help prepare for the evening program   

                        *If you come to serve in the evening program.  

Each one of you reading this newsletter makes a difference in helping change lives! Without you, we would not be 
able to serve the kids. We would not be able to show them how special each one of them is. We would not be able 
to ensure they have a safe place to come to each week. 

Thank you for investing in God’s work.  As Mark 10:14 says, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder 
them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.”  

With Christ ALL things are possible, including changed lives in situations our earthly minds may have trouble seeing.  

 

 

Dee Lacny, Pastor and Executive Director 



 




