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February is the month we often focus on love! I’d like to share how God showed 
His love to me recently in a very special, personal way. 

A few years ago, my husband and I became impromptu foster parents! 

One morning my cell phone rang and the number on my screen belonged to one 
of our RHK teens. She and I had formed a strong bond, so when I answered I just 
said, “Hey hun.” Come to find out, it was not her on the other end. It was some-
one from DCFS! They had removed the girl from her family and needed an emer-
gency placement immediately. She had requested to be placed with me. Without 
hesitation, or even consulting with my husband, I said “yes!”. I had no doubt in 
my mind she was to come to our home, so the process began. No worries, I did 
tell my husband what I had done and without hesitation he said he was in 100% 
agreement. God has blessed me with an amazing husband who is my partner in 
life and ministry). 

We are not licensed to be foster care parents, but that didn’t matter. Around 
9:00 PM that evening, DCFS representatives came to our house, asked ques-
tions, and filled us in on how the process would go. Then, the journey began.  

We enrolled her in high school, set up doctor appointments, went shopping for 
clothes and supplies she needed. She was instantly a part of our family. 

However, as time went on, it became evident her medical needs were more than 
our family was equipped to handle. She was with us for several months and in-
stead of improving, they just grew worse. 

We loved her with all our hearts, but felt we were not giving her all she needed. 
My position at RHK did not allow me to have the time I needed to be able to be 
all she needed because there were hundreds of other kids who needed help, as 
well. 

This led to the hardest decision of our lives! We needed her to be placed with 
people who were trained and equipped to give her the absolute best care. Our 
hearts were broken! Once we relinquished placement, the system would not let 
us see or talk to her. We were never able to let her know how much we loved her 
and wanted the best care for her. We were not able to still be a part of her life.  
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Many times since, we have thought about her. Wondering where she was and how she was doing. A part of our 
family was gone. Doing the right thing is not always the easy thing. 

It is now about two years later. Back in December, RHK went Christmas shopping with about thirty of our teens. 
The kids had a wonderful time and it was time to go back to RHK. I called a coworker who was still in the store to 
let her know I was taking kids to the van and asked her to bring the few stragglers that were still inside.  

She asked if I had seen a girl in the store who said she had gone to RHK since she was a Pebble, (first grader). 
No, I had not. My curiosity peaked - I needed to see who this person was! So, I went back in and, as I started 
walking down the aisle, a beautiful young lady came running to me. It was our foster child!  

She looked amazing and had grown so much in the few years since I had seen her! She told me she had graduat-
ed from high school, is going to a local college, has a place of her own with a roommate, and has a job! Her med-
ical problems are no longer an issue either. Wow!  

We held each other and I tried to hold back my tears. I was so thankful the Lord had allowed our paths to cross. 
He knew how I had longed to know how she was doing. In God’s great love, He allowed this meeting. 

I HAD to let her go back then, so she could get the proper attention she needed. Letting someone you love go is 
exceedingly difficult, but through this experience, I have seen God’s love so clearly. He protected her. He healed 
her. He has made her completely whole again. Nothing says love like that! 

John 16:22 states, “So also you have sorrow now, but I will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one 
will take your joy from you.” 

The love of the Lord blessed me by allowing me to see her again, and increased my joy exponentially! 
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