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WISHLIST 
We currently need: 

 

 

 
Capri Sun 
Juice packs 
 
Cereal 

In single serve        
containers 
 
Kinetic Sand 
Bags, any color 
 
Chapstick 
Any brand 

 
Glue Sticks 
Any brand 

 
 
 

We accept donations from  
9:00-3:00 Monday through Friday 

OR  
order through our Amazon Wish List 
page and have items shipped right 

to us. 
 

THANK YOU! 

In This Issue 
 

Director’s Letter, 1 & 4 
Year In Review, 2 & 3 

continued ►      

Welcome, 2022! Why am I caught by surprise when it is time to write the Jan-
uary newsletter? I feel like I just wrote the one for January 2021! Each year, I 
feel grateful as I look back at the prior year and anxious as I look forward to 
the next. This year is no different. 

As 2020 departed and 2021 began, there were high hopes. 2020 was a 
struggle with the introduction of COVID-19 and all the unknowns.  

Would Rock House Kids be able to keep the doors open?  
Who would take care of the children’s needs?  
Would donors forget about RHK? And, the list goes on. 
 
Well, we made it through 2020 and our hopes and dreams were that we 
would be able to return to “normal” again. Unfortunately, many of the children 
did not return. Some moved or were being kept at home. Our volunteers were 
also extremely cautious about returning. We pressed on, knowing in God’s 
timing He would provide a way for us to be able to serve His children.  

2021 was full of moments which brought laughter and tears, as well as ex-
citement and exhaustion. Through all the difficulties there was one constant - 
the Lord’s provision, guidance, and undying love for all. 

As 2021 began, we navigated our way through all of the CDC mandates which 
felt as though they changed daily, to ensure everyone stayed safe. We fol-
lowed proper protocol and took the temperatures of each child before they 
entered RHK. Hand sanitizing stations were set up throughout the building to 
ensure each child had access to them. The number of children was still down, 
and we were not able to have Thursday evenings open for our teens due to 
lack of volunteers. This was very hard on us - a large part of our heart is miss-
ing when not all the children are with us! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

YES! I want to help Rock House Kids! 
 

c I want to be a monthly supporter! Please send more infor-
mation. 
 

c Use my donation of $____________ where most needed. 
 

c My donation is  c in honor of:   c in memory of: 
 
       __________________________________________________ 
 

c I would like information on volunteering.  
 

c I/My group would like to provide a hot meal. Please call me. 
 

c I have included Rock House Kids in my estate planning.  
 

If you would like to change your method of newsletter delivery  
to email or unsubscribe, please call our office at 815-962-5067. 

 

 
 

 

Name  ______________________________________________ 

Address _____________________________________________ 

City ___________________________ State ______ Zip_______ 

Phone ______________________________________________ 

Email _______________________________________________ 

Please mail to:                                  
Rock House Kids                           
1325 7th St.   
Rockford, IL 61104                           

Thankfully, finally, the children and volunteers began to return. New volunteers became part of the Rock House 
Kids family. Thursday nights were able to open back up for the Jr/Sr High students, bringing an influx of new 
and returning teens. An average night for the teens was 16-20 kids from the beginning of 2021 through the 
summer but now, we are up to 30-36 teens. 

Let’s not forget about the first through sixth graders. RHK was averaging 35-40 children each Monday and 
Wednesday evening. By the end of 2021, we were averaging 75-80 a night!  

Once places started to open back up, we put field trips back on the schedule. Special guest speakers came to 
talk with the children on subjects ranging from going into the armed services, college, hygiene, first aid, and 
the list goes on. 

In 2020, we were not able to have our annual fundraiser, Streets and Sweets. Our nonprofit friends decided to 
run virtual fundraisers. We didn’t think this would work for RHK because one the best parts of the event is hav-
ing the children be a part of the evening. Not having them there just would not be the same. So, we decided we 
would wait and try again in September of 2021. Boy, are we glad we waited! Streets and Sweets was a sold-out 
event! You could feel the excitement in the room. Being there was like being at a family reunion with people 
mingling and catching up with each other. Some hadn’t seen each other in over eighteen months!  

During 2021, the outpouring of the community support for RHK for the kids was humbling. Our expansion  
campaign for the last portion of the building to be repurposed so more children could come to RHK was in full 
swing. Knowing people believe in our mission and want to partner with RHK in serving the inner-city children 
brought us to tears. 

Throughout the year God showed up repeatedly. There are so many more amazing stories I could tell. To tell 
them all would take more space than this newsletter would allow.  

I would like to extend my personal invitation to schedule a tour for you to see and hear what is happening at 
RHK.  

RHK is what it is today because of our Lord, Jesus, and YOU! Whether you are a volunteer, donor, prayer       
warrior, or a cheerleader, we could not do what we do without YOU! 

Praying 2022 brings you peace, joy, and health for you and your loved ones! 

“Give thanks to the LORD, call on his name; make known among the nations what he has done.” 

1 Chronicles 16:8 

 

Dee Lacny, Pastor and Executive Director 
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