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THE HOT LIST
We currently need:

Fruit Cups

Any brand/fruit

Deodorant
Any brand

Shampoo/
Conditioner

Natural Products

Lotion

4 to 8 fl. oz. sizes

$5 Gift Cards

Walmart/Fast Food

We accept donations from 9:00-3:00
Monday through Thursday OR order
through our Amazon Wishlist page
and have items shipped right to us.

THANK YOU!
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CHANGE THAT TRANSFORMS
How many of you don’t like change? Does change bring a sense of dread, anxiety or
even fear? Or does it bring excitement and anticipation of what’s to come? Sometimes
change can be a mixture of both good and bad feelings. Change is not necessarily a bad
thing. Think about when our seasons change from the frigid cold of winter to the warm
sunshine of spring. In the winter, flowers, trees, and even wildlife are dormant. Then
spring arrives and life is revived. Grass begins to turn green, flowers resurface from the
hard cold ground and trees begin to show us their leaves again. To me, the best part of
all is hearing the sweet sounds of birds filling the air.
Many seasons of change can bring deep sorrow, and in those times I urge you to cling
to God’s everlasting comfort. Those are not the seasons of change I’m talking about
today. Instead, I’m focusing on seasons of change that CAN bring delight with the
right mindset.
There is change that grows us. Change that makes us better people and better
followers of Christ. Change that opens our eyes to things that we were once blinded
to. Change that forces us to reevaluate our motives or life goals. Change offers
opportunity and gives us a reason to stop being complacent and become intentional.
At Rock House Kids, we are in a season of change. We are beginning to see new growth
and a rejuvenation in all areas. We were saddened during the winter months because
our participation numbers were lower than in the past. This was disheartening to us
because we wondered where are ALL the kids? Are they okay? Will we see them again?
I am happy to say the kids are starting to come back and our numbers are climbing! We
have also been able to welcome special speakers and have events take place. We have
had the armed forces, colleges, and staffing companies come and speak to the teens
about opportunities they may have not known were available to them. With summer
months coming, the kids will have more time on their hands. We want to make sure all
kids have a chance to use their time wisely and have healthy options as to where to go
and what to do.
Another positive change is RHK received a branding facelift. Our logo has gone through
some changes and you can check it out at the top of this newsletter. The puzzles pieces
were removed due to a common confusion of connecting RHK with an autism center.
The house still has the same four colors but now has a white cross in the center to
clearly define our foundation. We are a Christ centered ministry.
The other notable change is how we emphasize “RHK”. Many times, people (myself
included) shorten our name to Rock House. This brought about confusion with the ROCK
House which is run by the Rockford Police Department. Now that our logo is completed,
we are completely different and will help avoid this confusion in the future.
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CHANGE THAT TRANSFORMS
In October of 2020, we announced our expansion campaign, “Help
for Today…Hope for Eternity”. With the number of kids increasing,
we have a renewed fire to go forward with the expansion to increase the building by three classrooms, a collaborative lounge
area with games, a library, and multipurpose recreational center.
We are so excited to embark on this new journey!
The expansion will allow RHK to open it’s doors to EVERY grade
EACH night thus doubling the impact on the current kids we serve!
Many of our families have kids who are in both grade levels, first
through sixth and seventh through twelfth. This makes it difficult
for some families to allow each child to attend their designated
night. Not only will it remedy a problem by combining but it also Once funding is complete, a multipurpose recreational
room with a gymnasium, projection screen, and a
creates more space.
sound system will soon transform this empty space.

Our vision at Rock House Kids is to meet the physical, emotional,
and educational needs of inner-city children by instilling hope in a safe Christ-centered environment. Our hope is to have
every child who wants to attend RHK have the opportunity to come. This means increased transportation, a larger facility,
more resources, and more volunteers and staff. Yes, this is a BIG goal and we know this is going to take much more community involvement to become a reality. But if not now, when? We know there are more kids who need our help and we
have an opportunity to have a greater impact on our current kids.
Everything takes time and we must be patient. One of our staff prayers is to not run before God. We will not start on the
expansion until funding is fully received. It is one of our top priorities to be responsible stewards of the resources the Lord
has provided. Making RHK a safe environment both structurally and emotionally is also a top priority.

As you read this newsletter have you noticed how many times I said “we”? I would like to pause here and explain who
“we” are. “We” are all volunteers, staff, board members, community partners, prayer partners, newsletter subscribers,
and donors. Each person in the “we” group knows the importance of having a safe place with healthy opportunities for
the kids. Do you fall into any of these groups? If you are reading this newsletter you fall into a minimum of one group.
Now, I have a few questions for you. Where do you see yourself in this exciting plan? Do you see yourself as a financial
partner? Do you know people who would be interested in seeing what is being done to help the inner-city kids? Do you
belong to an organization, church, company, or group who would like to know more about RHK? If so, we would love to
come talk to you and your group. We can come to you or you can come and have a tour to see what we do firsthand.
Scripture states, “Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their labor: If either of them falls down,
one can help the other up. But pity anyone who falls and has no one to
help them up. Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm. But how
can one keep warm alone? Though one may be overpowered, two can
defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.”
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 (NIV)
Will you prayerfully consider how you can come alongside RHK to reach
more children in 2021? Please check out our website to see all of the
opportunities available or give me a call at 815-962-5067 x102.
Looking forward to working together with you!

Dee Lacny, Executive Director

Miss Dee receives a group hug from the littles
(pre-covid photograph).

BOARD MEMBER SPOTLIGHT: Grace Rickard and Hope Sandine
Grace Rickard and Hope (Rickard) Sandine, fraternal twins, and faithful volunteers at
Rock House Kids, together have served as teachers with the Pebbles (1 st & 2nd Graders)
for over ten years. They knew back in 2012 that it was time to do something to help
other people.
When they were fourteen years old and going to church with their father, they met our
RHK founder, Dola Gregory. She approached the girls with the idea of serving in an organization that helped inner-city youth. Grace and Hope feel this turned out to be a
blessing, as Rock House Kids has become part of their weekly routine and something
they always look forward to doing. “The children bring so much joy to our lives. It’s not
always easy, but for me, it has opened my eyes to a life outside myself. A life that Jesus
calls us all to live,” Hope shares.
Grace enjoys being in the outdoors, and spending time with family. Her favorite bible
verse is from 1 Cor.13:4-8, “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not
dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.”
Hope has been married to her husband, Josh, (also a volunteer at Rock House Kids) for four years. Together they live
on a farm with ten goats and a cat. Hope’s favorite verse is from 1 Tim. 4:12 and reads, “Do not let anyone look down
on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in
purity.”
If you would like to join our volunteer family, we have many options to choose from to match your interests that include program volunteers, van drivers, kitchen helpers and many behind-the-scenes opportunities. If interested in
learning more or to complete an application, please call the Rock House Kids office or visit our website at https://
rockhousekids.org/be-a-volunteer. We would love to hear from you!

We owe a sincere apology for misspelling board member Kyna Lucas’s name in our March
newsletter. The misspelling was part of human error and, while we’re all human, we have put
steps in place to ensure this type of accident will not happen again. We love and appreciate
you, Kyna LUCAS!

KYNA LUCAS

VAN DRIVERS NEEDED
Some of the kids who visit Rock House do not have a way to get to and from
our evening programs. We use large 15 passenger vans to pick up and drop
off kids each night.
To be one of our van drivers, you will need a current driver’s license, and
must be able and willing to pick up in our city’s inner urban areas and
housing developments. A firm, influential approach is ideal. Former bus
drivers are perfect for this job!
As with our other Rock House Kids volunteers, our drivers share our vision of
being positive, Godly role models for the children and keeping them safe.
Pick up time is around 5:15 p.m. and drop off is after 8:00 p.m., Monday
through Thursday.
Even if you are only able to drive part of the evening or one day a week, we
will work around your schedule. Please spread the word or call our office if
interested!

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
As covid restrictions begin to loosen, we are in full swing planning our upcoming speakers, events and field trips. It is so
refreshing to know we are on our way to more normal activity and have the ability to make plans without worrying if they
will be cancelled.
This month Rockford Art Museum wrapped up their art activities and art history lessons with the elementary students.
The kids enjoyed the opportunity and had fun showing off their own creations.
The teens received an extra fun field trip this month! We got to take them to Flow Supreme Air Sports, a trampoline
park and recreation center. It was definitely an adrenaline rush! There were trampolines, tricking, parkour and aerial
sports. With majority of the kids still remote learning, this was a breath of fresh air for them to enjoy some real physical
activity.
We continued to give away many, many blankets this month along with flashlights, hygiene products, and lots of socks.
There was also a bonus giveaway this month! Rockford Art Deli, who helped support our recent mural, gave us a call
and wanted to donate their sale shirts to Rock House Kids. Imagine our surprise when we found out we received eight
boxes! All the RHK kids get to represent the Rockford 815 with these local, custom made shirts! Community...that’s
what it’s all about and we couldn’t do it without you.

The teens enjoyed the activities at Flow Air Sports.

The teens sport their new RAD shirts.

YES! I want to help Rock House Kids!
 I want to be an Angel of Love! Please send more information.
 Use my donation of $____________ where most needed.
 My donation is  in honor of:  in memory of:

Name ______________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________
City ___________________________ State ______ Zip_______

__________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________

 I would like information on volunteering.
 I/My group would like to provide a hot meal. Please call me.
 I have included Rock House Kids in my estate planning.

Email _______________________________________________

If you would like to change your method of newsletter delivery
to email or unsubscribe, please call our office at 815-962-5067.

Please mail to:
Rock House Kids
1325 7th St.
Rockford, IL 61104

Thank you!

