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THE HOT LIST
We currently need:

Flashlights

Miniature size

Blankets
Full Size

Gym Shoes

Boys/Girls sizes 2-6

Halloween
Candy

Individually wrapped

$5 Gif t Cards
Fast food

We accept donations from 9:00-3:00
Monday through Thursday OR order
through our Amazon Wishlist page
and have items shipped right to us.

THANK YOU!

Board of Directors
Mark Morris, President
Bryan Selander, Vice President
Laurie Cook, Secretary
Marla Gregory, Treasurer
Bobbi Marks-Cooper
Dee Lacny, Executive Director

A LEARNING CURVE
Can you believe we are already in September?
On one hand, I feel as though 2020 is taking a
lifetime to get through, while on the other hand
it is moving at record speed.

So many changes have taken place in 2020.
First, we had to close the doors to the kids for
three, long months. Then, we had to implement
new protocols that included masks, sanitizer,
temperature checks and recommended distancing. There was a shortage on supplies like toilet
paper, sanitizer, and essential cleaning products.
The kids school days turned from hanging out
with friends to meeting through Zoom meetings.
Opening Rock House Kids doors the first week of
June was one of the biggest highlights of 2020.
Boy, the kids were sure missed! Even though we
are a few months past the day we opened the
doors again, we are still seeing changes and
adjustments.
Our numbers are still not back to normal yet.
Kids have been sent to visit families outside of Rockford and some of our families have
moved out of state. Some of our seasoned volunteers have not returned yet. We have
had to change our plans for our annual field trips since many places continue to be
closed.
Another big adjustment is on it’s way. The biggest change the kids are going to have is
how they participate in school. Rockford Public School District has come to the decision
of giving families a choice to either send their children to school for in-person instruction
or choose distance learning from home.
I have asked the kids to do a
show of hands of how many kids
will be going to school vs. learning
at home. The numbers showed
there were a little more than half
of the kids who are planning on
learning from home.
The next step in our planning was
how can we help the kids during
this “new” normal. The staff and I
sat down and tossed around ideas
how Rock House Kids can come
alongside the kids and also their
families.
continued ►

A LEARNING CURVE
Here is what we came up with and are currently working on after our
brainstorming session.








Survey the kids to identify those who chose distance learning
Create sign up procedures
Open our doors as early as 9 AM
Provide extra masks, hand sanitizer, snack foods
Schedule van drivers to pick up kids who need a ride and create
transportation schedules
Identify and recruit 15+ tutors to be able to run full capacity
(which would be 50 kids throughout the entire building)
Collaborate with Rockford Public Schools in order to share best
practices and resources

If there is one thing we know at Rock House Kids, you need to be
flexible. We know we need to keep our plans fluid since we cannot
predict the unknowns.
We are in the process of getting volunteers recruited and confirmed
to be at Rock House Kids to watch over and help the kids with their
homework. Is that you? Do you have a couple of hours a day or a
week to ensure the kids will have a safe place to do their schoolwork? We need volunteers to come alongside families who want
their children to succeed and keep up with their education.
Constraint drives creativity. How does the current constraints of
COVID-19 drive us to creatively fulfill the mission of Rock House
Kids?
We know that an education is one thing a child will take with them
for the rest of their lives. When the shutdown first happened back
in March, we know from students and adults that the kids were not
doing their work from home. This is going to be a challenge. Many
of our kids live in homes with multiple family members which
means multiple distractions. Being there for the kids to help with
their schoolwork is foundational to the ministry at Rock House Kids.
We have said before that we are in the ministry of presence. Kids
know that Rock House Kids is a ROCK in their lives. Volunteers are
there for them and the kids know they are being watched over and
also being heard.
One of our volunteers told me that they use to struggle connecting
with their boys in the classroom. After attending a couple of basketball and football games at school, that all changed. I believe the
same thing will happen as volunteers invest time coming alongside kids to help them with their schoolwork.
When a volunteer can be trusted by investing their time with a kid, then the words they speak, teach, and display take
deeper root in the lives of the children. I have seen it over and over again. We look forward to serving the inner-city kids
of Rockford creatively, and with purpose. We would love for you to be part of this impactful opportunity.

Dee Lacny, Executive Director

BOARD MEMBER SPOTLIGHT: Mark Morris
Mark Morris has been involved with RHK since 2016 and now serves as the President
of Board of Directors.” For a long time God was prompting me to serve my community
in a greater way. Then, a person at my church introduced me to Rock House Kids.
Initially, my involvement was through contributions and helping fill some of the food
needs. Eventually I was asked to be a board member. In my opinion, there is no better
way to serve our community than by serving and fulfilling the needs of our inner-city
kids.”
Mark and his wife, Sherrie, enjoy serving a meal to the Kids on the first Tuesday of
every month. “We love it when the kids come back for a second helping and on occasion some will have a third. We are always amazed by the way God blesses these
children by constantly providing the resources to keep our kids safe, fed, and clothed.”
Executive Director, Dee Lacny, loves that after they serve the kids, they sit down and
join them in a “family meal” to share some special one on one time.

Mark believes RHK is doing an excellent job fulfilling the physical and emotional needs of our kids. As President, he is
always looking ahead for potential and the future of RHK. He wants to ensure we are meeting the educational needs
of the children and also have the opportunity to serve more kids in Rockford. In order to reach more kids, he believes
expansion of the rest of our facility is crucial and opening our doors even earlier is key. This will require more financial
services, volunteers, staff and transportation. Mark envisions “the ultimate goal is to be able to serve every kid in
Rockford that wants to take advantage of the services we offer.”
Mark is the owner of J & M Plating. He married his wife Sherrie in 1985 and have three children: Matthew, Kylee and
Mackenzie. They have also been blessed with five grandchildren: Gwyneth, Coen, Bennett, Luke and Camden.
If you are interested in serving on the Board at Rock House Kids, please contact our office at 815.962.5067 or email
dee@rockhousekids.org for more information.

CREATIVE WAYS TO SUPPORT ROCK HOUSE KIDS
Looking for creative ways to
get friends, family, church or
co-workers involved in Rock
House Kids?
Here are a few suggestions:
Hold a collection drive for
needed items such as $5 gift
cards, socks, underwear, etc.
You can even make it a
friendly competition!
Provide an in-kind donation of
your specialty services from
your business or place of
employment. There is much
needed work and upkeep at
our facility!
Host a monetary donation
drive and see if your company
will participate in matching
the funds that are raised. It all
adds up!

SAVING LIVES - ROCK HOUSE KIDS RECEIVES CPR TRAINING
This month we had a unique opportunity for the kids to participate in a life skills training. Chad Callison from AED
Essentials, Inc. gave an introduction to CPR and the use of an AED machine to the teens, 5 th/6th graders and volunteers.
Tragedy can strike anywhere but the odds of it striking in the inner-city are even greater. Many of our kids are left alone
or help raise their own siblings. They have far more adult responsibilities than they should for their age.
We are confronted with stories all the time of kids who have been on the sidelines as their neighbors, cousins, or friends
are facing life or death scenarios. Safety and survival is an every day reality for our kids.
A few years ago, one of our kids was walking past Rock House Kids. It was on a Sunday when we were closed. She was
struck by three rounds of gunfire coming from a passing car. Because of the quick thinking of a neighbor, he was able to
place compression on the wounds until an ambulance arrived. It saved her life. The paramedics said if it were not for the
neighbor applying compression, she would have bled-out.
This is the reality of where our kids live and what they endure. The sounds of sirens throughout the day and evening
becomes droning and after awhile, they don’t even hear it anymore. According to an article published in the Journal of
the American Heart Association in 2019, minority neighborhoods with high unemployment, low education and low
median income were nearly half as likely to receive bystander CPR. They say luck is what happens when preparation
meets opportunity. We want to help close the gap. By providing CPR and AED training, we are preparing our youth to
increase their odds of winning when confronted with a life or death situation.

YES! I want to help Rock House Kids!
 I want to be an Angel of Love! Please send more information.
 Use my donation of $____________ where most needed.
 My donation is  in honor of:  in memory of:
__________________________________________________

 I would like information on volunteering.
 I/My group would like to provide a hot meal. Please call me.
 I have included Rock House Kids in my estate planning.
If you would like to change your method of newsletter delivery
to email or unsubscribe, please call our office at 815-962-5067.

Name ______________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________
City ___________________________ State ______ Zip_______
Phone ______________________________________________
Email _______________________________________________

Please mail to:
Rock House Kids 1325 7th St.
Rockford, IL 61104

Thank you!

