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I have noticed love means different things to different people. Each year we ask
the kids, “What do they think love is and what does love look like?” Each year we
get some of the same ideas but there are also some we did not see coming.

THE HOT LIST
We currently need:

Warm Blankets
Twin/Full Size

Valentine Candy

“Someone who cares about you, helps you in class, and gives a hug.” ~ 14-yearold boy
“Love means ups and downs.” ~ 11-year-old girl
“Love is when you give your friend something special that means a lot to you and
you remember them when they move.” ~ 8-year-old girl
“It (love) looks like when someone does something for you; like when your mom
buys you stuff. ~ 10-year-old boy

Individually wrapped

“Love is caring for others, giving cards, giving hugs and kisses on the cheek.”
~ 8-year-old girl

Clorox Wipes

“Love is Jesus dying on the cross.” ~ 10-year-old boy

All Sizes/Styles

Ziploc Bags

“Love is when someone is nice and makes you safe.” ~ 9-year-old girl

“When you love somebody you always fight for them.” ~ 9-year-old boy

Gallon size

“Happiness, loyalty, having hope, and being happy.” ~ 16-year-old girl

$5 Gif t Cards

What we have seen at Rock House Kids is the kids need to feel loved as well as
witness love.

Fast food

Lotion

10 oz. bottles/tubes
Any brands

And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love.
Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them.
John 4:16

Board of Directors

On a Wednesday in January, one of our 2nd graders was having a very rough night.
He had been sent to the time out area because he was very angry. When one of
the staff was speaking with him, he said he didn’t care if he was able to come to
Rock House Kids anymore. If you have ever heard me speak, you have heard me
say repeatedly, “The kids are not acting out because they want to. They are acting
out because they are dealing with a situation they do not know how to deal with.”
He was no different.
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There is one volunteer who has bonded with this little guy. Ms C. has been able to
calm him down when needed. She has even seen him at his school and has made
a real connection with him. The unfortunate part of this story is this volunteer has
had some health issues and has not been able to continue in the little boy’s life
like she wanted.

We accept donations from 9:00-3:00
Monday through Friday OR order
through our Amazon Smile page
and have items shipped right to us.

THANK YOU!

continued ►

How do you define LOVE? (continued from page 1)
The staff member who was sitting with him asked if he wanted to
FaceTime Ms. C. The little boy did and when Ms. C’s face on the
phone, he began to cry. She told him how much she has missed
him, and she knows he can do better. The love she showed him
over the phone was priceless for him and the rest of us who were
able to be a witness to the situation. As they ended their call you
could hear them both say “I love you” to each other. The little boy
was validated that he was cared for and most of all loved.
There is a child in our teen program who is feeling unloved because
they feel different from the other kids. They are struggling through
adolescence with confusion and the child shared with me their
concerns. They showed me their arm that has been cut from past
self-harm incidents. I asked if this was still going on and they said
no. They have been going to their school counselor for guidance.
They are feeling unloved and unaccepted. After we had our talk, I
was able to hug them and tell them how much I love them and how
important they are to me and many others. As this child was leaving at the end of the night, they were able to smile.
Over 250 times a week, we have children walk through the doors of
Rock House Kids. Whether they are in 1st grade or 12th grade, they
need to feel important. To feel loved. Even as adults we need to
feel this too.
You see, it does not have to cost a penny to show a child they are
important and loved. It will cost you some time and it will cost you
a piece of your heart.

Can you spare a few hours a week to spend with these children?
Can you send a card at Valentine’s Day, Easter or Christmas to let
the children know they are being thought of and you believe in
them? Can you support Rock House Kids financially so we can
continue being a safe place for the children to receive Christ’s love?
What about helping with our monthly drives or wish lists? Come on
in for a tour to be able to see what we do firsthand.
We are starting to schedule tours for the fourth week of February.
Give the office a call at 815-962-5067, Monday-Friday, between
the hours of 9:00 am– 3:00 pm.

Dee Lacny, Executive Director

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT: Misty Metcalf

Meet one of our newest volunteers, Misty Metcalf, sharing how excited she is
to be a part of the Rock House Kids volunteer family.
I made the decision to visit Rockford, Illinois for a month. That’s it. My primary
goal was to learn more about Rockford. I would accomplish this goal by
volunteering and becoming a prayer partner with the local organizations and
ministries. So, with one Google search, Rock House Kids popped-up. The ironic
thing was that it had nothing to do with my google inquiry. I’d typed in,
homeless children programs in Rockford, IL. While a number of the children at
Rock House are transient, providing shelter for them is not the main focus of
this organization. However, Google’s mistake has become one of my biggest
blessings.

As a new volunteer, I was greeted with acceptance the moment I met the staff
and volunteers—my presence was valued. Rock House has a culture of valuing
others. It’s evident when the crossing guards smile at the children and
patiently help them cross the street. It is seen when the volunteers at the sign in window acknowledge the
children by name. It’s observed when the teachers speak words of affirmation and love over the children.
It’s apparent when kitchen volunteers diligently prepare meals for the children. It’s clear when the sound/
video technicians guide the children into worship and teachings about Jesus. It’s felt when staff members
sacrifice their lives for the well-being of others. I’m simply grateful to the staff and volunteers for echoing
the love of Jesus through a culture of valuing others.
My month excursion has turned into a “as long as you have me here, Jesus” move, and I’m happy that Rock
House Kids is a part of this journey. Oh, and thanks Google.
If you would like to join our volunteer family, we have a many options to choose from to match your
interests that include program volunteers, van drivers, kitchen helpers and many behind-the-scenes
opportunities. If interested in learning more or to complete an application, please call the Rock House Kids
office or visit our website at https://rockhousekids.org/be-a-volunteer. We would love to hear from you!

We are ROCK HOUSE KIDS!
Did you know there is another group in our community using the
name “Rock House”?
This group is not part of nor affiliated with our organization in any
way. They take donations for kids, and hold fundraising activities
such as selling candy bars, but please be aware that donations
made to them, or proceeds from fundraising purchases made
through them, do not benefit ROCK HOUSE KIDS.
The ROCK HOUSE KIDS office and
donation acceptance location is

1325 7th Street.

We are very thankful for the support we receive from you and know you would want your donations to go to
the intended recipients. That’s why ROCK HOUSE KIDS will always make our donation needs and fundraising
efforts known through our newsletter as well as our social media outlets. If you ever have questions about the
items we need or collect, or how else you might support ROCK HOUSE KIDS, please let us know.
We appreciate all who help us in our mission to provide a warm, safe place for more than 250 of Rockford’s
inner-city children!

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR 2020
Save the date for our annual Rock-N-Bowl fundraiser in April and keep in mind our Monthly Drives for 2020!

YES! I want to help Rock House Kids!
 I want to be an Angel of Love! Please send more information.
 Use my donation of $____________ where most needed.
 My donation is  in honor of:  in memory of:
__________________________________________________

 I would like information on volunteering.
 I/My group would like to provide a hot meal. Please call me.
 I have included Rock House Kids in my estate planning.
If you would like to change your method of newsletter delivery
to email or unsubscribe, please call our office at 815-962-5067.

Name ______________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________
City ___________________________ State ______ Zip_______
Phone ______________________________________________
Email _______________________________________________

Please mail to:
Rock House Kids 1325 7th St.
Rockford, IL 61104

Thank you!

